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The Heart of Jesus Our Life. 


NEW LIFE, new strength and vigor pulses through the 
whole body from the natural heart. Similarly the life of 
grace from the Divine Heart of Jesus, pours itself forth into 
His mystical Body of which we are the members. Just as 
little as a dead member can receive life and vigor from the 
natural heart, just so little does a soul, dead to grace, that 
is, living in the state of mortal sin, participate in the life and 
merits of the Divine Heart of Jesus. The purer our heart, the 
more fully it participates in the spiritual life of grace of the 
Divine Heart. By degrees Its virtue and sanctity are imparted 
to the soul, stamping the whole interior and exterior life until 
it bears the impression of the Divine Master. 

In Holy Communion we receive Jesus Christ with Body 
and Soul, with Divinity and humanity, just as He is now 
enthroned in heaven in a transfigured manner. He comes into 
our hearts, imparts to us His graces, His merits, and desires 
nothing more ardently than to live, to operate and to suffer 
in us and through us. 

Our heart should be transformed into the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus. With what holy sentiments it will then be penetrated ! 
How it will glow with fervent love for God and man! How 
pure, meek, amiable and considerate such a heart will be. 

Our intellect, our will and our memory should be faithful 
copies of the intellect, will and memory of Jesus. The intellect 
should be enlightened by an increased knowledge of the truths 
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of our holy religion. Our will should desire nothing but what 
God wills. Our memory should be ever mindful of God and 
the manifestations of His infinite love and goodness, of His 
bitter Passion and death. We will frequently remember His 
presence in the Blessed Sacrament, and again and again send 
toward the Eucharistic Heart darts of holy love, in the form 
of short aspirations. 
We must acquire virtue after virtue. With courage and 
confidence we shall reach the goal. If every year we rooted out 
one vice, says the /mitation of Christ, we should soon become 
perfect men. St. Francis de Sales was naturally impetuous and 
quick-tempered; and he himself confessed that he had to fight and 
struggle fully fourteen years to acquire the virtue of meekness. 
Very consoling are the words of St. Jane Frances de Chantal: 
“Even though we should commit the same fault fifty times a 
day, we should fifty times excite ourselves to sorrow, and 
each time begin anew; in this manner we would increase fifty 
degrees in humility in one day.” Anyone who prays earnestly 
and with perseverance and is of sincere will can be sure of 
victory. 


The Heart of Jesus Our Hope. 


It is natural for a kind heart to compassionate the sufferings 
and sorrows of his fellow-creatures. Where would it be possible 
to find a more tender heart than the Divine Heart of Jesus, 
whose compassion toward us poor children of men is one of His 
most prominent virtues. Yes, truly, Jesus is compassionate 
with us all and desires nothing more ardently than to be able 
to help us. His compassionate love already manifested itself 
at the fall of Adam, when the Second Person of the Godhead 
took it upon Himself to render satisfaction to the Divine 
Majesty for the sins committed, and thus to save the whole 
human race from the abyss of eternal perdition. 

Compassion impelled our Savior to descend from heaven 
in the fullness of time to assume a human Heart, to live on 
earth in poverty, privation and inexpressible tribulation, being 
like unto us in all things, sin excepted. Numberless are the 
proofs He gave of how much He shared in the joys and sorrows 
of men. His deep compassion urged Him to perform many 
miracles. 

At the wedding feast of Cana “the wine failing” (John ii. 3), 
Jesus, from compassion for the bridal couple changed water 
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into wine. See Him approach the city of Naim. An only son 
of a poor widow is being borne to his last resting-place. Touched 
with compassion, Jesus requests those who carry the bier to 
stop. He speaks the words of life: “Young man, I say to 
thee arise” (Luke vii. 14), and restores the youth to the 
overjoyed mother. 

Crowds of people have followed Jesus into the desert to 
hear His sermons. “I have compassion on the multitude,” 
Jesus says to His disciples, “because they continue with Me 
now three days, and have not what to eat; and I will not send 
them away fasting, lest they faint on the way” (Matt. xv. 32). 
And He worked the miracle of the multiplication of the loaves. 

At sight of the unhappy city of Jerusalem, Jesus wept 
and said, “If thou also hadst known, and that in this thy day, the 
things that are to thy peace, but now they are hidden from 

thy eyes” (Luke -xix. 42). 

: From compassion, our Blessed Redeemer subjected Himself 
to the unspeakably painful and ignominious death .of the 
Cross; and this same Divine Heart which then broke for love 
of us, and is now transfigured in heaven, is still filled with 
compassion for us. Impelled by His tender love, Jesus continues 
to abide mysteriously in the Blessed Sacrament, to be our 
food, our strength, our comfort and refreshment. To each 
one of us He calls invitingly: “Come to Me, all you that labor 
and are burdened and I will refresh you” (Matt. xi. 28). 

Poor heart, why do you complain that you have no one 
to whom you may confide your trouble and misery? Go to 
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament: tell Him what oppresses your 
heart. Be assured, He will dry your tears, revive your drooping 
spirits, and grant you strengthening grace to carry your cross 
with patience and resignation, thus to gain rich merits for 
heaven. 

O tried and despondent. soul, sighing under the weight 
of fierce temptations! O weak and timid soul, tortured by 
anxiety and care, with scarcely courage to pray to God—ap- 
proach in spirit the tabernacle; there you will find Jesus full 
of sympathy. Confide everything to Him, whatever agitates, 
worries or grieves you, and be convinced Jesus will grant you 
help. Possibly for your own welfare He may not remove the 
temptation, but He will give youthe strength to conquer, saying 
to you as once to St. Paul: “My grace is sufficient for thee” 
(2 Cor. xii. 9). 
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The Heart of Jesus Our Strength. 


The Old Testament contains this prophecy regarding the 
work of the future Redeemer: “The bruised reed He shall not 
break and the smoking flax He shall not quench” (Is. xlii. 3). 
These words refer to the infinite mercies of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus. He would grant His assistance to all those oppressed 
by suffering and tribulation, to those humbled by the conscious- 
ness of their weakness, their numerous sins and frailties. 

Christian soul, you, too, are like this reed. Notice how 
the frail, unsteady stalk is swayed backward and forward by 
every breath of air. Little trials, trivial sufferings oppress 
us, elicit our loud complaints, or throw us into a state of silent 
worry about our hard fate. Why is this? Because we lack 
true confidence in the Sacred Heart of Jesus, who took upon 
Himself the fullness of all earthly sufferings, bore them for 
us, that in all our sufferings He might be our strength and ° 
support. We seek consolation from creatures who are unable 
to help us. Ungratefully we forget “the most beautiful among 
the children of men” and pass by this most faithful of com- 
forters. Child of God, never neglect to seek alleviation from 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus! Hasten to the tabernacle, to 
present your necessities to His mild and merciful Heart. 

Yes, there in the tabernacle is the Heart of the supreme 
Lord and Master. He rules and guides the minutest details 
of our life; He has weighed and counted with unerring hand 
the measure of our trials and sufferings. There is the Heart 
of the omnipresent One, who everywhere surrounds you, who 
is a constant witness to all your actions and sufferings. There 
is the Heart of the all-knowing One, who perceives your inner- 
most thoughts, desires and wishes, whom not a single care 
and not the least of your troubles escape. 

Temptations to evil are another cause of our distress and 
oppression. As sufferings and worries cloud every human 
life, so all the children of Adam are subject to temptations. 
Every soul experiences, in a spiritual manner, sunshine and 
rain, storm and calm. With many, even the whole road to 
perfection is beset by countless trials and temptations. The 
world, Satan and our own passions call forth these storms. 
Do not despair, flee to Jesus in the tabernacle! Receive Holy 
Communion, strengthen yourself by assisting devoutly at Holy 
Mass, and be assured He will protect you in your weakness. 
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Cry to the Lord, and He will hear you from His holy mountain. 

On Calvary He permitted His Heart to be opened, that 
you may be able unceasingly to draw from Him courage for 
suffering and strength for the combat. From the holy mountain 
of the altar, His Blood is still flowing to strengthen you in 
all your trials. Let us cry out with the greatest confidence: 
“Lord, Thou seest my weakness; give me for my support Thy 
protection, Thy Adorable Heart.” 


The Heart of Jesus Our Refuge. 


Child of God, the Heart of Jesus is your refuge from all 
sin. If you have been so unfortunate as to wander from the 
right path— your Savior is ready to bring you back again 
upon the way of justice; with Jesus you find new strength 
and fresh courage to give up sin and to begin a better life. 
Even though you have expelled sanctifying grace from your 
heart by mortal sin and have fallen miserably, in the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus you will always find comfort and salvation. Our 
Lord again receives you lovingly if you humble yourself before 
Him in the tribunal of penance. He will wash you in His 
own Blood. In the excess of His love for us Christ has made 
our sins His own and taken all our guilt upon Himself. “The 
Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all,” says the Prophet 
Isaias; “He shall bear their iniquity” (liii. 6, 11). 

Therefore turn confidently to the Heavenly Father and 
pray: “Father of mercy, pardon Thy Son Jesus my sins which 
He has taken upon Himself; for in His hour of death He re- 
commended to Thee nothing so earnestly, and implored Thee 
for nothing so urgently as this: Father, forgive them for they 
know not what they do” (Luke xxiii. 34). We have a Mediator 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the Just One, says St. John, a 
Mediator, who, according to the words of St. Bernard shows to 
His Heavenly Father His hands and feet and His pierced 
Heart, and implores Him by the merits of these Wounds, not 
to permit that even one of those who are so dear to Him may 


be lost. 
SetikRo 


Pennsylvania: Enclosed find $2.00, subscription for “Tabernacle 
and Purgatory” for 1921. It is worth that and more. Of the twenty 
or more Catholic papers and magazines we get, ‘“Tabernacle and 
Purgatory” is the most sweet, sublime and most edifying among them. 
May our Lord send His choicest blessings upon you and your work. 
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Enthronement of the Sacred Heart. 





EVERY PERSON who can do so, ought to keep a beautiful 
picture of the Sacred Heart in his home. It should be the 
centre of the family devotions. 

“I will bless every place where an image of My Heart is 
exposed and venerated,” promised our Lord to St. Margaret 
Mary. However, not until our own twentieth century are the 
faithful beginning to realize the magnificence of this promise. 
God wishes to force upon us the true meaning of these words. 
He has called an apostle to propagate in families a practice 
which has for its end the reign of the Sacred Heart as King 
in the home. 

In 1910, Rev. Father Matheo, a South American missionary, 
was instantly cured of a hopeless malady in the sanctuary of 
Paray-le-Monial, where the Sacred Heart appeared so often to 
St. Margaret Mary. At the time of this miraculous restoration 
to health the pious priest felt inspired to devote his life- to pro- 
moting devotion to the Sacred Heart, especially to realizing in 
families the graces attached to honoring the Image. “I re- 
solved,” he said, “to gain family after family for the love of 
the Sacred Heart.” In different European countries he has 
since preached his crusade of the Enthronement, i. e., erecting 
an image of the Sacred Heart in the most honorable part of 
the house, as ona throne, that Jesus may reign visibly in the 
family. Jesus must be the King of love and mercy, the Friend, 
the Counselor in every household. If He is permitted to exer- 
cise His dominion, He will banish from such homes the spirit 
of worldliness; fervor and devotion will flourish instead. 

By the Enthronement of the Sacred Heart, the family is 
consecrated to the Heart of Jesus. Thereby the home becomes 
a sanctuary of God, and is placed under the special protection 
of the Divine Heart. This protection is of inestimable value in 
all the joys and sorrows of the family life. Jesus, full of love, 
forms the centre. The children are brought up to consider 
only that as great, beautiful and noble, which pleases the Di- 
vine Heart. They are trained to fear and hate sin, because 
it displeases the Sacred Heart, and the whole family is filled 
with great confidence in the loving, merciful Heart of Jesus. 
With Him it seeks secure refuge in all its trials. 

Truly, the Enthronement of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in 
the Family is a new invention of love and consolation rising 
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up on the horizon of the epoch of devotion to the Divine Heart. 
This sublime practice is a new star which casts its radiant 
beams over the darkness of the present chaos of the world, to 
emit its warming and healing rays upon the deep wound from 
which worldly families are suffering in our time. 

By the Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in the home, a 
new portal of salvation has been opened. Infinite treasures of 
God’s love and omnipotence are enclosed in the Sacred Heart. 
These gifts our Savior now desires to pour out abundantly 
upon all. families in which His loving Heart is loved and adored. 

The first thing we must do is to place our trust in God, for 
distrust wounds the generous Heart of Jesus. “Trust in My 
Heart, in My love, in My Divine Providence,” the Divine Heart 
exhorts the oppressed father, the sorely-tried mother. “Trust 
in Me, I will aid you. Take refuge to Me, I will console you. 
Consecrate your children to Me, I will preserve them from 
the wickedness of a corrupted world. Erect a throne, a sanctu- 
ary, for Me in your home, I will come to dwell in your midst. 
Come to Me with all your necessities and tribulations, I will 
refresh and strengthen you.” Childlike confidence in the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, is the key to the treasures of grace of this - 
infinitely generous Heart. The greater our confidence, the 
more graces we will obtain. 

Remarkable success has attended Rev. Father Matheo’s 
efforts to spread this devotion. God has sanctioned his mission 
by miracles; singular graces of conversion have resulted from 
his apostolate. Both Pius X. and Benedict XV. have highly 
commended his work. The Holy Father recognizes in the En- 
thronement of the Sacred Heart, a powerful means to establish 
the dominion of the Sacred Heart in Christian families. 

Many families have consecrated themselves to the Sacred 
Heart, but not in a solemn or lasting manner; they simply re- 
peated the words of the Act of Consecration. The Enthrone- 
ment is something different; it means to bring the Sacred Heart 
into your home-life by the imitation of His virtues. The Feast 
of the Sacred Heart June 3d, is a most appropriate day to be 
chosen by all those who have not yet had the Enthronement 
as the day they will introduce our Savior into their memes; to 
reign over their families forever. 





See inside of back cover for list of booklets referring to En- 
thronement of the Sacred Heart in the Home. Documents for 
Enthronement, to be signed, 2 cents each; $1.00 per 100. 
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Flowers of Confidence and Love from Life. 


Extracts from writings of Sister Benigna Consolata Ferrero, a Visitation nun 
of Como, Italy, who diéd in the odor of sanctity on the First Friday, Sept. 1, 1916. 
Her writings have been approved by the Bishop of Como, Italy. 





Sketch ot the Life of the “‘Litthe Secretary of Jesus.” 


Sister Benigna Consolata Ferrero was born in Turin, Italy, 
August 6, 1885, of a family distinguished alike for its high 
social position and for the Christian piety of its members. 
From her early years she evinced remarkable intelligence and, 
under the guidance of saintly parents, a singular attraction 
toward the love of God and the practices of religion. 

The interior life of union with Jesus was her joy. To 
this end, she willingly sacrificed every natural desire, practicing 
a universal mortification unusual in one so young. Her home 
life was a beautiful example of all the “little virtues,” obedience, 
sweetness, unalterable patience, filial and sisterly devotedness, 
and love of labor so that she was truly the sunshine of her 
family. 

At the age of twenty-two, she entered the convent of the 
Visitation at Como, Italy. There she edified all by her exemplary 
life of virtue. She distinguished herself especially in the faithful 
observance of the Holy Rule, in the practice of perfect obedience, 
and in deep humility. The communications of Jesus had begun 
in her childhood; and a saintly confessor who had directed 
her from her twelfth year, enjoined her to write the counsels 
she had received. Our Lord called her His “Little Secretary” 
for He had chosen her as the herald of His mercies. With 
exceeding graciousness, He manifested Himself to her, again 
and again, and made known to her the infinite treasures of His 
Divine Heart. The manuscripts, written under obedience, 
which she left, contain glowing ejaculations, and short but 
magnificent treatises on virtue and perfection. They reveal 
on one side the virtues which shone in her soul, surrendered 
to God without the slightest reserve; on the other, the mercy 
of the Heart of Jesus, Its tenderness, Its condescension, Its 
thousand delicacies in appealing to poor sinners as well as 
to the just and perfect, in order to make of them all a complete 
conquest of His love. 

Being informed by her Heavenly Bridegroom of her ap- 
proaching end, she prepared herself for it by a twelve days’ 
retreat. She was ill but one month, and died, saintly, as. she 
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had lived, September 1, 1916, six years, nine months and seven 
days after making her religious vows. The numerous graces al- 
ready obtained, and still being obtained through her intercession, 
lead souls to consider her a privileged one of God. Like burn- 
ing torches, her notes illumine the spirit, inflame the heart and 
point out a secure path to union with God: the path of love, 
of interior recollection and of unlimited confidence in God’s 
goodness and mercy. 


Words of Our Divine Savior. 


“I am preparing for the reign of My mercy. I wish a new 
resurrection in society, and I wish it to be a work of love. 
Confidence is the key which opens the treasures of My infinite 
mercy. , 

“You cannot realize the delight I experience in My office 
as Savior. It is My supreme delight, and I work My greatest 
wonders in those very souls I have raised from the lowest 
depths, who were plunged deepest in the mire. Once sins are 
forgiven, they are changed for the soul who has committed them, 
into so many means of grace, because they are continual 
sources of humility. 

“Do you know the road which leads most swiftly to - 
paradise? It is trust in My merits, and fidelity to grace. 

“It is true, one hundred sins offend Me more than a single 
one, but if this one sin is distrust in Me, it wounds My Heart 
more than one hundred of another kind, because distrust wounds 
the depths of My Heart. I so dearly love mankind! 

“Creatures have too little knowledge of the goodness of 
God, of His mercy, His love for mankind. They compare God 
with themselves, but God is without limit, therefore His good- 
ness is unlimited. Oh, the folly! To be allowed to enjoy God, 
to profit by and make use of God as a benefactor, and not to 
do it! And why is it not done? Because in the world God 
is not known. Iam an infinite Treasure placed by My Eternal 
Father at the disposal of all. My creatures reject Me, and 
what a loss it is to them, they will understand only in eternity. - 

“T will never weary because of imperfection, provided I find 
also a good will. Where that is present, there I can work. My 
love is nourished by consuming imperfections, and the soul which 
brings Me the greatest number of imperfections, provided it is 
with a contrite heart, is the one which is most pleasing to Me be- 
cause it gives Me greater opportunity for exercising My office 
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as a loving Savior. But what I wish to impress on you, O My 
Benigna,—I will express in a few words: A soul should never 
be afraid of God, because God is ever eager to show to it His 
mercy, and the greatest pleasure for the Heart of thy Jesus 
is, to lead as many sinners as possible to the Eternal Father. 
These are My glory, O Benigna! These are My jewels. I love 
poor sinners so much! Listen, O My bride, and write: If you 
wish to give Me great pleasure, believe in My love! If you 
wish to give Me more, believe in it more firmly! If you wish 
to give Me the greatest of all pleasures, place no limit to your 
faith in My love! 


Mystery of Sanctity by Means of Humility, 
Confidence and Love. 


“The whole secret of sanctity is contained in these two words: 
self-distrust and confidence. Always distrust self; but do not 
stop there. Immediately ascend to confidence in God, because 
if I am kind to all, I am particularly so to those who trust in 
Me. Do you know which souls enjoy My greatest blessings? 
Those who confide most in Me! Trusting souls steal My graces. 
Therefore write: The pleasure | take in a trusting soul is in- 
expressible! 

“Write, O Benigna, apostle of My mercy! What I desire 
above all, is that everyone should know that I am all love, and 
that the greatest pain one can inflict on My Heart is to doubt 
My kindness. My Heart is not only compassionate, but It 
rejoices, the more there is to repair, provided It finds no 
malice. If you but knew how I would labor in a soul, even 
in one full of imperfections, if it only were willing to allow Me 
to do so. Love has need of nothing, it needs only to find no 
resistance, and often all I ask of a soul in order to make it a 
saint, is that it allows Me to do as I will. The imperfections 
in a soul, provided they are not loved, do not displease Me at 
all, but attract the compassion of My Heart. I love souls so 
much! Imperfections should be to a soul as so many steps to 
- mount to Me by means of humility, confidence and love. I 
bow down to a humble soul and go in search of it in order to 
unite it to Myself. 

“As fire is nourished by combustibles, so My mercy is in- 
creased by consuming imperfections, and the more it finds to 
consume, the more intense it becomes, precisely as does the 
fire which ever increases, in proportion to the material thrown 
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on it. O My Benigna! if it could be understood how My Heart 
rejoices when this love is trusted! It is trusted too little! It 
is trusted too little! ! It is trusted too little! ! ! 

“Everything conduces to the transformation of a soul; even 
its imperfections, become in My Divine hands as so many pre- 
cious stones, because I change them into acts of humility which 
I inspire it to make. If architects could change debris and all 
that is unfit into building material, how happy they would con- 
sider themselves. Well, the faithful soul can do this with My 
Divine help, and even the gravest and most shameful faults 
become as soon as the soul is sorry for them, the foundation 
stones of the edifice of her perfection. 

“Be assured of this for yourself and so many other souls, 
that to obtain solid virtue one must expect it from the Heart 
of Jesus. He who wishes to be saved, need only take refuge 
in this blessed abode. There one can watch the tempest 
without being crushed, even without danger. O My Benigna! 
direct all to this place of refuge which you have chosen for 
your lasting home. Practice charity by instructing each and 
everyone, so that they may come to seek Me. I have treasures 
of grace for all! Let them come and bear them away. 


Who Can Resist Such Words! 


“O My spouse! Be the apostle of My love! Cry aloud in 
order to be heard by the whole world that I hunger, I thirst, 
I die of longing to be received by My creatures, and they make 
so little of it! Oh! do you at least make as many spiritual 
Communions as possible to supply for the sacramental Com- 
munions which others do not receive. Make them even more 
frequently than every quarter of an hour, in a variety of ways. 
Make them short, provided that you make them. If a spouse 
saw her beloved dying of hunger, would she not go out to 
solicit alms for him? My Benigna, seek to influence souls to 
receive Holy Communion. 

“What causes Me the greatest pain is the indifference, the 
hatred which creatures have for Me. They fly from Me as 
from an assassin, a malefactor, a robber who wishes to despoil 
them. On the contrary, I wish to make them gifts, but I can- 
not because they do not will it. My spouse, I thirst for the 
love of My creatures! The seraphim love Me above all, the 
saints also; their love is most pure and perfect. I receive much 
love in heaven, but I come to seek it on. earth because there 
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love is free! My spouse I have a human Heart, and I love men 
because they are My brothers! Yes, because men are My 
brothers! 

“My spouse, give Me souls! It is by sacrifice that you 
can give them to Me. By sacrifice, yes, My well-beloved, you 
must live as a victim. When you bear not the character of a 
victim, you should realize that you are estranged from your. 
duty. You must keep this sacrificial fire always burning in 
your heart. One does not save souls by an easy life. Look at 
Me! I died on the Cross to save souls. I do not ask great 
things of you, no, My Benigna, only a word repressed, a glance 
withheld, a pleasing thought suddenly cut short, in a word, any- 
thing that costs mortification. Unite these little things to My 
infinite merits, and they will acquire great value. If you but 
knew how pleasing to Me are those souls who immolate them- 
selves in silence! 

“The humble soul has such power over the Heart of God, 
that it alone, is capable to disarm My justice, and this more 
readily than a thousand sinners can provoke it. 

“A soul consecrated by love is detached, because out of 
love she renounces her own will, her own judgment, and her 
own desires. A soul thus stripped is My delight. Of these 
faithful souls, I will form an army to save the world. The 
world rushes to the precipice, but I will stop its giddy flight 
into the abyss by means of this battalion of generous soul who 
combat under My guidance! 

“A reproof well taken may, in five minutes, or the time 
of its duration, bring a soul to an intimacy with Me, to which 
it could not have attained in less than two or three years of 
ordinary life. 

“Your imperfections — sell them to My mercy!! 

“That one little prayer: Sacred Heart of Jesus, I trust 
in Thee, ravishes My Heart, because it is an expression of 
confidence, faith, love and humility.” 

On June 30, 1916, the Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
Sister Benigna asked our Lord what He desired of her. He 
answered: — 

“Thou hast eyes, then read what is here written in My 
Heart. Love Me! If thou lovest Me, thou wilt repair; if thou 
repairest, thou wilt console Me; and then thou wilt be a faith- 
ful spouse: Love, Reparation, Consolation, Fidelity. Thou 
wilt not be truly a repairer if thou art content to gaze indif- 
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ferently on these Wounds made in My Heart by sinners; thou 
must examine them closely. Sinners hate Me; do thou love Me 
with all thy strength. Sinners blaspheme My holy Name; 
do thou praise Me. Sinners banish Me from their memory; 
do thou keep Me ever before thy mind, discarding every other 
thought. Let all thy actions bear the impress of reparation 
and thou wilt console My Heart. Let thy life be a life of 
love and reparation.” 

Oh! how infinitely great is the love of the Heart of Jesus 
toward us poor children of men! Who can resist such love 
and such appealing words? 


Set 
“MY BEST FRIEND ON EARTH!” 





Dear reader, you desire to show your love for the Sacred 
Heart in a special manner during June. You long to bring souls 
under the influence of His love and mercy. Your wish can be 
realized by circulating “Tabernacle and Purgatory”— a magazine 
devoted to the living Heart of Jesus in the Holy Eucharist. 

1. Begin your apostolate of charity at home. Look at the 
wrapper of your magazine. If it shows that your subscription has 
expired, renew at once. 

2. Ask others to subscribe. Give the Sacred Heart at least 
one new subscriber during June. That person will derive untold 
benefit from its reading. This is what many of our friends write: 

“It has done so much for me in increasing love and devotion 
for the Blessed Sacrament... As the disciples felt their hearts 
warm at our Lord’s words on the way to Emmaus, so every word 
in ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’ carries with it the beneficial warmth 
of the Divine flame... The contents of ‘Tabernacle and Purga- 
tory’ are all within the scope of the ordinary layman... It is my 
Best Friend on earth!... It is sucha good teacher and comforter. .. 
It cheers and sustains people living in the world. .. It is the only 
Spiritual Communion to me among all the Catholic magazines I 
take...” Subscription price, see inside front cover. Read our 
premium offer, page 63. 


REMARK. — Here we wish to remark, that private revelations, according to the 
decrees of Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the Church 
has not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 
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“Sacred Heart of Jesus, | Trust in Thee!” 





The holy Fathers and masters of the spiritual life forcefully 
recommend the practice of ejaculatory prayers; it was common 
to the saints, and led them to intimate union with God. Very 
often, fervent aspirations and ejaculations supply for longer 
prayers. Frequently they are the source of more graces than 
longer prayers said less devoutly. Holy Church shows her 
esteem for this manner of prayer by attaching precious indul- 
gences to numerous ejaculations. Among these there is one 
invocation especially efficacious and rich in grace: — 


Sacred Heart of Jesus, I trust in Thee! 


For this ejaculation, an indulgence of 300 days, each time, 
was granted by Pope Pius X., June 27, 1906. This invocation 
was first brought to notice by Rev. P. George of Bettegham, S.]J., 
in Lille. It was his favorite weapon to disarm Satan and 
convert sinners at the hour of death. When all his pleadings 
and admonitions proved fruitless, he endeavored to persuade 
the dying person to say the words: “Sacred Heart of Jesus, I 
trust in Thee!” If even this attempt failed, the Jesuit would 
write the words on a piece of paper and fasten it some place 
where the patient’s gaze would fall upon it from time to time. 
Father George relates many remarkable instances of the efficacy 
of this aspiration. 

“This prayer,” he declares, “touches the despairing, moves 
the most obdurate sinners, and gives new courage to despondent 
souls.” In this short invocation we find the fulfiJlment of our 
Lord’s promise to St. Margaret Mary: “Sinners will find in 
My Heart an infinite ocean of mercy.” 


Confidence, not Sanctity, Imparts Efficacy. 


Whosoever prays with confidence will have his petition 
granted whether he be just or sinner. The angelic Doctor 
assures us that even sinners will be heard, as it is not necessary 
to be united with God to obtain grace; prayer itself. induces 
God to receive us again as His friends. According to this 
same holy Doctor, it is the confidence and not the sanctity of 
him who prays that imparts efficacy to prayer. St. Chrysostom 
says in this regard, “There is no grace which cannot be obtained 
by persevering prayer, even though it were said by the greatest 
of sinners.” The words of Christ are eternally true: “Ask and 
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it shall be given you: knock and it shall be opened to you” 
(Math. vii. 7). 

The use of the above-mentioned ejaculation spread rapidly 
throughout France, Germany, Belgium and England. Every- 
where its power was strikingly manifested. This little prayer 
possesses such great efficacy because it is an act of confidence 
infinitely pleasing to God, whereby the most excellent homage 
is rendered to His greatness. Again we quote from St. Thomas: 
“Confidence is confirmed hope; we expect something from God 
with unshaken trust as from one’s best friend.” 

St. Gertrude’s revelations regarding confidence are most 
reassuring. Once our Lord said to her, “The glance of a soul 
that wounds My Heart, is her. unwavering confidence, her 
firm trust in My goodness, that I have the power, the knowl- 
edge and the will to aid her in all things. This confidence 
does such violence to My mercy that it is impossible for Me 
to depart from this soul.” 

For St. Gertrude, confidence was the source of all graces. 
She ascribed all the favors she received to her confidence. 
Once when she asked our Lord what to do to obtain an extra- 
ordinary grace, He responded, Confidence alone easily otbains 
all things. 

St. Margaret Mary writes; “The Sacred Heart of Jesus - 
is a treasury of all graces, and confidence is the key to it.” 
Every grace, however great, can be obtained from the Heart 
of Jesus. Of this our Lord assures us by the promise to the 
same St. Margaret Mary: “Proclaim and let it be proclaimed 
to the whole world, that I will set no measure or limit to the 
gifts of grace that I bestow on those who seek them in My 
Divine Heart.” Indeed, a beautiful promise! Let us ponder 
well on the words: no measure or limit! 

From this we learn what power lies in the aspiration: 
“Sacred Heart of Jesus, I trust in Thee!” Precious graces 
will be given us by this act of confidence, especially if made 
with a contrite heart after we have fallen into some sin. 
Then, as our Lord promised St. Gertrude, the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus will cancel our debts and supply our negligences. 
Countless sinners will the Sacred Heart snatch from the infernal 
dragon if they frequently say this little prayer. The Divine 
Heart of Jesus is the sinner’s strongest fortress against the 
arrows of God’s justice. How the Heart of Jesus thirsts for 
the salvation of sinners! 
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In all conditions, sufferings and needs of soul and body, 
this ejaculation is efficacious, but especially in temptations. 
Experience has proved that those who for years could not conquer 
a temptation, became totally transformed by devotion to the 
Sacred Heart. This aspiration is also a heavenly remedy for 
the sick. Many have recovered their health by confidently 
taking refuge to the Sacred Heart. Especially powerful is 
this little prayer at the hour of death. A person whose dying 
lips contritely and confidently utter these words, can not be 
lost. Those who assist the dying should not fail to repeat 
this ejaculation frequently to the sufferer. 

Let us be apostles and make this devotion known on 
every occasion. By thus spreading devotion to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus we will labor efficaciously for the salvation of 


immortal souls. 
CSelinRo 


A Victim for the Triumph of the Sacred Heart. 





IT WAS THURSDAY, June 8, 1899. The Church bells 
were announcing the beginning of the solemn ¢riduum pre- 
scribed by Pope Leo XIII. to prepare the faithful for the great 
act —the consecration of the entire world tothe Sacred Heart 
of Jesus. At the same hour, three o’clock in the afternoon, 
Sister Mary of the Divine Heart, a religious of the Good Shep- 
herd, breathed her last in her poor cell of a convent in Opor- 
to, Portugal. This holy sister, who died on the very eve of the 
consecration of the human race to the Sacred Heart, had been 
entrusted by our Savior Himself with His wishes relating to 
this solemn act, and had a large share in the accomplishment 
thereof. 

Three times the Divine Master urged her to write to the 
Holy Father and petition the consecration of the whole world 
to His Adorable Heart. Despite her humility, she complied with 
these requests of Jesus amidst many difficulties. We read in 
one of these letters: “His Divine Heart hungers and thirsts, and 
desires to embrace the entire world in His love and mercy... 
Superabundance ‘of graces will be poured out for the extension 
of the reign of Jesus Christ in souls and for the return of our 
separated brethren.” 

It is remarkable that our Lord asked for the consecration 
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of the whole world, and not for the Catholic Church alone. 
Sister Mary of the Divine Heart answered this objection: “His. 
desire to reign, to be loved and glorified and to inflame all 
hearts with His love and mercy is so intense that Your Holiness. 
should offer Him the hearts of all men.” 

The consecration of the human race was performed as the 
consequence of an application of theological principles and of 
Catholic tradition, it is true, and not as the result of any pri- 
vate revelation; however, the letters of Sister Mary of the Divine 
Heart certainly encouraged the Sovereign Pontiff to hasten 
this consecration. Pope Leo sent her a special copy of the 
first official notification of the proposed consecration, signed 
in April, 1899, about two months before her death. The Holy 
Father once remarked in confidence to a priest: “I know by 
Divine revelation that this act will hasten that outpouring of 
mercy upon the world which we expect. There are in the 
world some holy souls who receive communications from heaven, 
and sometimes the Pope is convinced of these communications 
in such a manner that he cannot doubt that they come from 
God...” We may rightly conjecture that he referred to the 
revelations made to the humble sister of Oporto who breathed 
her last on the very eve of the great consecration for which 
she had petitioned, prayed and suffered. 

The life of Sister Mary of the Divine Heart had been one long 
ascent to her Divine Master. He had attracted her at first by 
the ordinary inspirations of grace, but from her twenty-first 
year, by most intimate communications. She had relinquished 
her title of countess of the noble house of Droste zu Vischer- 
ing, for that of spouse of Christ. A short time after her profes- 
sion as a religious in the convert of the Good Shepherd in 
Muenster, she was appointed superior of the refuge in Oporto, 
Portugal. This meant the sacrifice of family, friends and native 
land: sacrifices which she cheerfully brought. During the 
last three years of her life, our Lord afflicted her with intense 
bodily sufferings, which she bore with unwearied patience, and 
at the same time accomplished an incredible amount of work. 
She rejoiced to be a victim of love, of reparation and propitia- 
tion. Her special mission seems to have been to suffer for 
the triumph of the Sacred Heart. 

But it was principally in regard to the interior union of 
souls with Himself, upon which our Lord gave light and in- 
struction to Sister Mary of the Divine Heart. He made known 























to her His ardent craving to unite souls to Himself in Holy 
Communion. The Sacred Heart admonished this venerable 
nun to receive Holy Communion daily, and in her sickness, 
even as Viaticum. This she did, with the permission of the 
bishop, till her death. Our Divine Savior promised to give 
special graces to her confessor and to the bishop for allowing 
her this privilege. At the same time He complained bitterly 
of some priests who can still be so opposed to frequent 


Communion. 
Our Blessed Lord urged Sister Mary of the Divine Heart 


to do her utmost that a change might take place, and promised 
to reward generously those who would induce others to receive 























TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 51 


Holy Communion frequently. Jesus also said that he allowed 
her daily Communion as Viaticum, to show how great is His 
desire to unite Himself with souls. 

Referring to another time when our Lord spoke to her 
about frequent Communion, this favored religious writes: “He 
(our Lord) declares, that since the exterior cultus of His Divine 
Heart has been introduced by His apparitions to Margaret 
Mary Alacoque, and is known everywhere, He desires now 
that the interior cultus be established, that is to say, that souls 
grow in the habit of uniting themselves interiorly ever more 
and more with Him, offering Him their hearts as an abiding 
resting place, which takes place through frequent and daily 


Holy Communion.” 
CSEHPS> 
St. Gertrude the Great. 


Continued. 





St. Gertrude and the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 


THE SECRET OF the Divine Heart of Jesus is called the 
“treasury” which is reserved for latter times. But with regard to 
His spouse, it seems our Divine Savior wished to anticipate 
the time decreed by His infinite wisdom for the revelation of 
His Sacred Heart to the world at large. Often He appeared to 
St: Gertrude and disclosed to her ravished eyes, the mysteries 
of the Divinely-human love of His Heart. He made her the 
herald of this grace-abounding devotion, which not until four 
centuries later was given to the world. 

A magnificent treasury of the most consoling revelations 
regarding the Sacred Heart was vouchsafed to St. Gertrude. 
Everything concurred to draw our saint towards that adorable 
centre and source of Divine love — the Sacred Heart. Our 
Lord Himself continually exhorted her to this devotion. Again 
and again He presented to her view His Sacred Heart in token 
of the intimate union which He willed to maintain with her 
soul. At one time this Adorable Heart was shown to her as 
a treasury in which all riches are contained; at another time 
as a harp, which is played upon by the Holy Ghost, the sweet- 
ness of whose tones ravish the Blessed Trinity and all the 
heavenly court. 

Once It was represented to her as a fountain, the delicious 
and plentiful waters of which refresh the souls in purgatory, 
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strengthen and enrich with grace the just on earth, and fill 
the blessed in heaven with inebriating delights. 

Again she beheld It as a golden censer, whence as many 
different sorts of fragrant incense ascend to the Triune God 
as there are various races of men upon earth. 

It was further revealed to her that this most holy Heart 
is an altar, upon which the sacrifices of the faithful, the 
homage of the elect, and the worship of the angels are offered, 
and on which He, the eternal High Priest, offers Himself in 
sacrifice. 


The Sanctuary of Saints. 


Once on the feast of St. John, the beloved disciple, Gertrude 
exerted herself during matins to praise the disciple whom Jesus 
loved above the rest of His apostles. Lo! our Savior appeared 
to her, accompanied by this dear saint, whom He gave to her 
for aspecial protector. St. John spoke to Gertrude most kindly, 
instructed her regarding many mysteries and presented her 
with precious graces. Continuing his blissfully loving dis- 
courses, he said: “Come, come beloved spouse of my Master, 
let us repose together on the sweetest bosom of our Lord, in 
which all the treasures of beatitude lie hidden!” 

St. John stood to the left, and St. Gertrude to the right of 
our loving Savior. As they reposed on this Sanctuary, and 
were ravished with inexpressible delights at the beatings of the 
Divine Heart of Jesus, St. Gertrude asked of St. John:— 

“Well-beloved of the Lord, did these harmonious beatings 
which rejoice my soul also rejoice thine when thou didst repose 
during the Last Supper on the bosom of the Savior?” 

“Yes, I heard them, and my soul was penetrated with their 
sweetness even to its very centre.” 

“Why, then, hast thou spoken so little in thy Gospel of the 
loving secrets of the Heart of Jesus?” 

“My mission was to write of the Eternal Word ... but the 
language of the blissful pulsations of the Sacred Heart is re- 
served for latter times, that the time-worn world, grown cold 
in the love of God, may be warmed up by hearing of such 
mysteries.” 

On this same feast, four centuries later, in 1673, our’ Lord 
appeared to St. Margaret Mary, showed her His Divine Heart 
enveloped by flames of love and exclaimed: “My Heart is so 
full of love for men, that It can no longer contain the flames 
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of Its burning love. I must discover to men the treasures of 
My Heart and save them from perdition.” 


The Sacred Heart Supplies Our Negligences. 


Another time while St. Gertrude recited the Divine Office 
in the church, she took great pains to sing the words 
and notes with devotion. But from human frailty, she still 
made many mistakes. “Ah!” she thought sadly, “what gain 
will come to me from such exertion to which is attached such 
great inconstancy ?” ; 

Our Lord, who could not endure to see His spouse dejected, 
presented to her His Divine Heart, saying: “Behold, I manifest 
to the gaze of thy soul My sweetest Heart, the harmonious 
instrument whose sweet tones ravish the Most Adorable Trinity. 
I give It to thee, and like a faithful, zealous servant, this Heart 
will be ready, at any moment, to repair thy defects and negli- 
gences ... Make use of It and thy works will charm the eye 
and ear of the Divinity.” 

Gertrude wondered and feared, because of this amazing 
goodness of her Lord. She thought it too great a condescension 
for the Adorable Heart to remain continually near her to 
supply for her defects. But our Lord consoled and encouraged 
her by this comparison : — 

“If thou hast a beautiful and melodious voice, and takest 
much pleasure in chanting, wilt thou not feel displeased if 
another person whose voice is harsh, wishes to sing in thy 
stead, and insists on doing so? Thus My Divine Heart, un- 
derstanding human inconstancy, desires with incredible ardor 
to be continually invited, either by words or signs, to operate 
and accomplish in thee what thou art unable to accomplish 
thyself. Its omnipotence enables My Heart to act without 
trouble. Its impenetrable wisdom enables It to act in the most 
perfect manner. And its joyous and loving charity makes It 
ardently desire to accomplish this end.” 

This is doubtless one of the most beautiful and benediction- 
bringing revelations ever communicated to any saint. St. 
Gertrude made good use of it, and daily offered all her exercises 
in union with the Sacred Heart. She did so especially when 
she felt herself incapable of thanking God for some great 
grace. Then she would call upon the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
to render worthy praise and thanksgiving in her stead. She 
frequently saw how the Heart of Jesus gave worthy thanks to 
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the Most Blessed Trinity in the name of all mankind. 
St. Gertrude, likewise, drew innumerable graces for others 
from the Sacred Heart. Once as she begged our Savior to 
enrich with special favors, all who had been recommended to 
her prayers, Jesus said to her: “They may draw forth all they 


need from My Divine Heart.” To be continued. 


St. Gertrude is called the “Herald of the Sacred Heart.” From her we can 
learn how to bring the Sacred Heart into our daily lives: It will repair our neg- 
ligences... Read the sketch of the wonderful life of this privileged virgin. 
Magnificent promises made by our Lord to those who invoke her. 

ST. GERTRUDE THE GREAT. 10 cts. per copy; $8.00 per 100 


CSetRRO 
-True Devotion to Mary. 


According to Bl. de Montfort continued. 


IN THE LAST ISSUE we showed to our readers that 
throughout our life Jesus Christ in Nazareth is the best model 
of complete dependence upon Mary. But Bl. de Montfort 
refers us also to the example of the Heavenly Father whom 
we should imitate. 

Mary, of course, is only a creature coming forth out of 
nothing from the hand of the Most Blessed Trinity. This 
infinite Majesty, this supreme Lord is absolutely free and 
independent, and suffices Himself. He is nowise in need of the 
co-operation of the Blessed Virgin to attain His designs, to 
reveal His power and magnificence. His omnipotent free will 
suffices. But it is just this free will that has decreed to make 
use of the creature, called Mary, for the beginning and accom- 
plishment of His greatest works in time. 

God the Father wills to save the world by giving us 
Jesus, His beloved, only-begotten Son (John iii. 16). However, 
He will give His Son only through Mary. The patriarchs 
languished and sighed for the promised Redeemer; the ardent 
prayers of the saints and prophets of the Old Testament as- 
cended to heaven for 4,000 years, to hasten the coming of the 
“Expected of nations.” But Mary alone has.deserved Him, she 
alone has found grace with God, through the power of her 
prayers and the sublimity of her virtues, especially her love. 
St. Augustine says: “The world was unworthy to receive the 
Son of God directly from the hands of the Father; He gave 
Him to Mary, that the world might receive Him through her.” 

His method of dealing at the Incarnation, the Heavenly 
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Father continues through the lapse of time in the Church. “At 
the creation of the world,” says Bl. de Montfort, “God gathered 
all the waters in one place and called it the sea, in Latin mare. 
In the fulness of time He gathered all His graces into one 
place and called it Mary.” This great God made for Himself 
a treasury in which He encloses everything beautiful, good, and 
precious, yea, even His own Son. This immeasurable treasury 
of God the Father is Mary, -whom the saints call the treasure 
of the Lord from whose fulness all men are enriched. 

“God the Father,” continues Bl. de Montfort, “has even 
imparted His fruitfulness to Mary, in so far as a mere creature 
is capable of receiving it. In virtue of this fruitfulness imparted 
by the Father, she has brought forth His Son and all the 
members of His mystical body, the Church. He desires to 
distribute His graces and to form His children to the end of time 
through Mary. Therefore He says to her: ‘/n Jacob inhabita 
(Eccl. xxiv. 13) — Let thy dwelling be in Jacob,’ i.e., erect thy 
habitation in the souls of My elect, typified by Jacob, and not 
in the rejected, the children of the devil, prefigured by Esau. 

“As in the natural order, a child has a father and a mother, 
so in the order of grace, a true child of the Church must have 
God for his Father and Mary for his Mother. And if he glories 
in having God for his Father without at the same time having 
a tender, filial love for Mary, he deceives himself and is still 
far from the way of truth. Therefore, heretics, schismatics, 
etc., who hate the Blessed Virgin or treat her with contempt 
and indifference, have not God for their Father, although they 
may boast of it, because they do not acknowledge Mary as 
their Mother. If they did, they would indeed love and honor her. 

“Let us then, dear reader, belong to the number of true 
children of Mary, who live entirely dependent upon her, and 
have consecrated themselves wholly to her; who are attentive 
to her words and obey her in all things. Thus, we too, as the 
Child Jesus, shall advance in wisdom and age, and grace with 
God and men” (Luke ii. 52). 

Are not these glorious teachings presented by Blessed de 
Montfort? In truth, if Catholics knew Mary better, they would 
also increase in the knowledge and love of Jesus Christ, and 
become perfect. Oh, let us be animated with great zeal for 
“True Devotion” according to Bl. de Montfort! Let us practice 
and spread this devotion! “He who places Mary in the light 
will receive eternal life.” 
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The Priest, the Beloved of God. 





THE PRIEST exercises the same power as the High Priest, 
Jesus Christ. All the treasures that God intends to pour out 
upon the children of the Church are entrusted to him. The 
priest is the guardian of the tabernacle. What greatness! 
The dignity and grandeur of the priest surpasses that of the 
angels, although these heavenly spirits have the dignity of 
ambassadors of God. 

The priest is a second Christ, through him our Lord 
operates. Sacrifice and prayer are the two great functions 
of the priest. As our Lord, so, too, the priest announces the 
Holy Gospel, the word of life, to the poor, to the ignorant, and 
to all who are of good will.. As our Savior, so is the zealous 
priest, too, a good shepherd who goes in search for the stray 
sheep; who seeks for lost souls and shows them the way to 
heaven. 

In truth, Jesus is in every priest. The whole life of the 
priest should therefore be conformed to the life of Jesus. Our 
Savior had only one aim in view: to unite men with God. 
So should the priest, too, have only one aim; the source of 
all his actions should be no other than to unite men with God. 

O greatness and power of the priest! O amazing actions. 
of the priest! We must pray much for priests. The faithful 
pray entirely too little for them. Too often the faithful forget 
that Holy Church has established certain days, called the 
Ember Days, to obtain worthy priests from God by prayer 
and fasts. Too often the faithful forget that it is their duty 
to pray for priests who are their fathers in the order of sal- 
vation. Too often the faithful forget that it is an obligation 
for them to pray for priests who give them life in baptism, 
who restore their life in the sacrament of penance when they 
have lost it by sin; who nourish and sustain this life of the 
soul by Holy Communion. Too often the faithful forget to pray 
for priests whose hands are full of benedictions for them 
from the day of their birth to the day of their death. 

Yes, too often the faithful forget to pray for priests who 
console, sustain, raise up, and encourage those who are entrusted 
to them. Every day and every moment of the day, the priest 
sacrifices himself for their salvation, and seeks nothing but 
their sanctification. 
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Let us join to our prayers for priests, the deepest reverence 
and highest esteem for the dignity of the priest. We must 
pray for the priest, because the priest is a frail, weak man; 
but we must always esteem the priest because in his person 
he bears the same dignity as the Son of God: the dignity of 
the priesthood according to the order of Melchisedech. 

The priest who has been entrusted with the care and 
guidance of souls, is, indeed, that “faithful friend” of which 
Holy Scripture says: Nothing is to be compared with a faithful 
friend, and the value of his fidelity outweighs gold and silver. 
(Proverbs.) Our Savior once said to one of His devoted servants: 
“Never forget, who insults a priest or despises him, is guilty 
of a sacrilege. On the other hand, My Father will bless those 
who see in the priest My other Self, who esteem and respect 
him as is due to the great dignity with which he is invested.” 


At Last Your Ardent Desire can be Fulfilled! 


Behold how the Heavenly Father blesses and protects 
those who love the priest, who honor him as a second Christ. 
Oh, how the good Heavenly Father will love those who, through 
their gifts of charity, enable a pious, virtuous, though poor 
youth, to study for the holy priesthood! How touching to 
see a husband and wife, not blessed with children, adopt such 
a youth as their own child, and by their alms, enable him to 
study for the sacred ministry! How consoling when, in 
memory of their dear departed ones, persons pay for the edu- 
cation of a youth, that when he stands at the altar he may 
daily pray for those beloved dead! How comforting for fathers 
and mothers who have been disappointed that not one of 
their children embraced the religious life: now their ardent 
desire can be fulfilled, now, at last, they can have a priest 
in their family. They can adopt a youth who studies for the 
holy priesthood. 

In Germany and Austria, the dearth of priests is keenly 
felt, for instance, from Carinthia we have been informed that 
180 parishes are without priests. On account of extreme 
poverty, the number of students is very limited. Formerly, 
most of the vocations came from the middle and better classes, 
now they are entirely impoverished. Many, many talented, 
pious young men, although they feel drawn to the holy priest- 
hood can never satisfy this craving of their heart unless they 
are aided by noble hearts. 
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A Thought from Heaven! 


Now, here is an idea; we believe it comes from heaven! 
In this country the education of a priest costs from $1500.00 
to $2000.00. In Germany and Austria, however, a donation of 
$500.00 would be sufficient for the education of a youth to the 
priesthood. What a blessed consciousness to know: Through 
my efforts I have made it possible for a young man to study 
and become a priest! Daily he will remember me at the altar: 
Daily he will pray for those dear. to me, and should I not see 
him on earth, surely I will see him in heaven where he will 
be forever grateful. How the Lord Himself will reward such 
a great act of charity! ; 

However, many people with the best will are unable to 
sacrifice $500.00; but $250.00 or $300.00 would probably be 
possible for them. Be consoled, for this amount would defray 
the expenses of a student of philosophy or theology until his 
ordination. What a joy for the student, what a consolation 
for the bishop when such a noble gift arrives! Others, again, 
by being sparing and economical, can lay aside $50.00 or $60.00 
a year. That is just sufficient to pay the expenses of a student 
for one year. Now he can study! Without this support he 
would have had to give up his studies! 

We are now in the month of the Sacred Heart. Love for 
the Divine Heart of Jesus has impelled many a soul to great 
and noble deeds. Oh, let us by our charity give priests to 
the Sacred Heart. Those students, in gratitude for your noble 
aid, will strive to become priests according to the Heart of 
Jesus. Now the practical solution: — 

Whoever adopts a student until he has attained the priest- 
hood, even for only one year, may send us the offering. We 
will forward the donation to the diocesan bishop or to the 
directors of the seminary who will apply it to the education 
of a worthy student. The bishop or director of the seminary 
will write you himself, and also the happy student. He will 
be in communication with you until he says his first Holy 
Mass. And be assured, the bond of charity will then be drawn 
still more closely after his ordination. Then, dear reader, can you 
not say in truth: I have a priest in my family! Oh, believe 
me, this priest will be a most grateful son; he will never cause 
you grief or anguish. On the contrary, he will be your great 
joy and consolation, especially at the hour of death. 








58 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


A Thought from Heaven! 


Now, here is an idea; we believe it comes from heaven! 
In this country the education of a priest costs from $1500.00 
to $2000.00. In Germany and Austria, however, a donation of 
$500.00 would be sufficient for the education of a youth to the 
priesthood. What a blessed consciousness to know: Through 
my efforts I have made it possible for a young man to study 
and become a priest! Daily he will remember me at the altar: 
Daily he will pray for those dear. to me, and should I not see 
him on earth, surely I will see him in heaven where he will 
be forever grateful.. How the Lord Himself will reward such 
a great act of charity! 

However, many people with the best will are unable to 
sacrifice $500.00; but $250.00 or $300.00 would probably be 
possible for them. Be consoled, for this amount would defray 
the expenses of a student of philosophy or theology until his 
ordination. What a joy for the student, what a consolation 
for the bishop when such a noble gift arrives! Others, again, 
by being sparing and economical, can lay aside $50.00 or $60.00 
a year. That is just sufficient to pay the expenses of a student 
for one year. Now he can study! Without this support he 
would have had to give up his studies! 

We are now in the month of the Sacred Heart. Love for 
the Divine Heart of Jesus has impelled many a soul to great 
and noble deeds. Oh, let us by our charity give priests to 
the Sacred Heart. Those students, in gratitude for your noble 
aid, will strive to become priests according to the Heart of 
Jesus. Now the practical solution: — 

Whoever adopts a student until he has attained the priest- 
hood, even for only one year, may send us the offering. We 
will forward the donation to the diocesan bishop or to the 
directors of the seminary who will apply it to the education 
of a worthy student. The bishop or director of the seminary 
will write you himself, and also the happy student. He will 
be in communication with you until he says his first Holy 
Mass. And be assured, the bond of charity will then be drawn 
still more closely after his ordination. Then, dear reader, can you 
not say in truth: I have a priest in my family! Oh, believe 
me, this priest will be a most grateful son; he will never cause 
you grief or anguish. On the contrary, he will be your great 
joy and consolation, especially at the hour of death. 
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As promised in the April tssue of ‘*‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’’ we here print 
acknowledgment of alms sent March gth. 


Kaernten, Austria, March 29, 1921. 
Dear Rev. Father, 


Today I received your precious letter enclosing a check of 
$1,000, together with directions for its distribution. On my knees | thanked 
the Lord, and dear St. Joseph whom we had honored in a special manner dur- 
ing the month. of March. Oh, I am not capable of thanking our Lord, and our 
benefactors, as also you, Rev. Father and the good Venerable Mother suffi- 
ciently. I will certainly try to make myself worthy of so generous a gift, and 
to be very economical in its use. Oh, of what a burden of care you have again 
relieved me! May the Lord grant me but the one grace, that with His aid, I 
may worthily prepare many, many youths for the holy priesthood. That would 
also be the best thanks | could show to our benefactors. 

Rev. Father, you speak of praying and having others pray for our benefac- 
tors. Dear Father, 1 am no enthusiast, nor am I a saint, but I have the good 
will, and today I made the sincere, earnest intention: all the prayers that I may 
yet pray the remainder of my life, and all the good, that with the grace of God 
1 may still accomplish, will I share with you and those noble benefactors. May 
the Lord help me to be grateful. You do not know what a benefit you have 
conferred upon us! How our good sisters will pray, and with what fervor they 
will offer up their Holy Communions! I assure you they are indeed good sisters, 
most of them from Tyrol. For their part of the gift, I also wish to thank you 
in a special manner. Ob, how often my heart ached when I saw how these 
poor sisters prayed and labored day and night, until they were quite exhausted, 
and I had not even so much to give them that they could clothe themselves. 
Although I do not venture to promise too much from myself, yet the prayers of 
these good souls will certainly bear their fruit. I will again remind our stu- 
dents to pray most earnestly for their benefactors. They already pray every 
evening for them, and every Sunday | read a Holy Mass for our dear American 
benefactors, at which all the students assist. And when once these students 
shall have been ordained priests, they will realize more than ever, what a 
benefit has been conferred upon them; and I think many of them will continue 
to remember their kind benefactors long after we shall have been laid to rest. 

Accept, Rev. Father, this letter as a slight expression of our love and 
gratitude. I would still have much to say; “The mouth overfloweth with the 
fulness of the heart.” Again, our hearty thanks, combined with the sincere 
wish that the Lord may bless you all and be your reward. I remain, 

Your eternally indebted, 
: Rev. P. Brun., Director. 


Danzig, April 2, 1921. 
Dear Rev. Father, 


Just now your precious letter came to our hands. We would 
wish to come on foot to thank you! We would count that as nothing for 
such charity as this. A most fervent, hearty, ‘‘God reward you a thou- 
sandfold,’’ is the only worthy prayer of gratitude for such help. Who 
would have dared to hope! At the beginning of March we said: St. Joseph . 
is a powerful helper, when he willis; he could even send us 20,000 mark. 
Some of the sisters considered this almost presumption. And now! — I do 
not know how to give expression to our gratitude — the more | try, the 
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more insignificant my writing appears. Gratitude towards God’s loving 
Providence, towards such generous people, is too deep in the inmost of 
the soul, to be expressed in a few nice, modern phrases. 

In silence and concealment this generous alms was given; the world 
bestows no praise, but all the more securely and meritoriously will this 
capital be placed on interest in the heavenly bank. Your kind assistance 
and the loving lines that accompanied it, were for me more than a medita- 
tion. As a direct gift from heaven, a gift from the all-merciful Providence, 
I can scarcely contain myself for joy and amazement. Just a few days ago 
we borrowed, though with heavy heart, 5,000 mark, in order to procure 
the most necessary provisions. Each day new debts are incurred; we 
could do nothing but pray, work and trust. 

Three to five times | read your letter, to assure myself that it was. 
$1,000, and not 1,000 mark. When your letter came, we were just at 
work in the garden. Immediately after reading it, we assembled, large 
and small, in the house-chapel, only a bare room, where a grateful 7: 
Deum was chanted, followed by a short devotion, for the generous alms. 
from that blessed country of America. Never shall this act, this loving 
gift be forgotten. May God’s choicest blessings descend on each individual 
person, who has contributed to relieve our great distress. . . 

Many thanks for your kind encouraging words. Yes, trust in God is. 
necessary in times like these to pass through the struggle. We are deeply 
in debt — what that means for a religious house, nobody knows but God. 
He alone, too, knows our joy and our gratitude for this powerful help. Oh, 
what a relief! Since God rewards even a drink of cold water, what must 
He have in store for such charity! He will not be outdone in generosity. 

Schidlitz has more children than any other district far and wide. This 
is the quarters of the poor. One seldom meets a family with less than 
6-10 children. Just lately, when making our charity trips, we met a 
family of which father and mother are Catholic and have lived together 21 
years without having been married in the Church. They have 19 children, 
the youngest four months old. The dwelling consists of one small living 
room and a still smaller corner for kitchen. The father is a hopeless con- 
sumptive, unable to work, and without income. In the next days we 
succeeded in persuading these parents to be married by the priest. They 
were reconciled with God. How consoling for us to be able to help such 
families in future! 


Another instance. — A man of 78 years lay dying in the hospital. 
Since his first Holy Communion he had forgotten Church and Sacraments. 
The priest who visited him on his sickbed, was insultingly shown the door, 
and mockingly the patient called after him: ‘‘Just go; a hundred mark 
would be more welcome than all the graces you can bring me.’’ But 
despite all this, the priest asked us totry. Slowly we directed our con- 
versations upon spiritual matters, and after four visits the patient received 
us with the words: ‘‘Sister, ask the priest to come.’’ It was the day before 
the first Friday in March. The next day the man, grown old in sin, became 
once more a child of God and after three days entered eternity. 

A young priest came to us with the timid petition: ‘‘When seeing 
your children marching every morning in long ranks to school, all looking 
so care-free, I have often made up my mind to come to you also and place 
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myself under the protection of St.Joseph. Hunger has ruined my health; 
weakness prevents me from making a becoming genuflection during Mass, 
and I am unable to preach.’’ Now this dear priest is overjoyed to eat the 
bread of the poor with us. A number of our younger sisters, formerly 
quite robust, are now suffering from softening of the bones, a very painful 
malady, in consequence of undernourishment. . . 

To our great joy and surprise, the check was immediately cashed at 
the bank. No doubt, it will interest you to know the amount, — 60,500 
mark. — This act of charity will ever remain indelibly impressed on our 
minds. The daughters of St. Benedict, in the most critical time, have 
come to the aid of the poor daughters of St. Teresa. We shall ever praise 
it as the providence of the infinite goodness of God. Without this assist- 
ance many of our sisters and children would have languished and pined 
away from sickness and privation. 

* How unspeakably kind is God, that He helped us! It is the first gift 
of such value, and probably the last. Accept, Rev. Father, Ven. Mother, 
and all you dear, good friends, our oft-repeated, but modest and sincere, 
‘‘God reward, a thousand times,’’ from each and every child and sister. 
Be assured, this prayer will ascend for you to heaven many times a day! 
Never shall we forget what your love has done for us. Pardon me for my 
long letter. Gratitude and joy wished to express themselves, but did not 
understand how. 

In the love of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
Your ever grateful and obedient, 
Sister M. Antonia, Carmel, D.C.J. 


The following, very touching letter, comes from the superioress of an orphan 
home in Tyrol. She begs pardon that her letter is not more scholarly. Who could 
refuse to help such a venerable aged nun! “I am 82 years old,” she writes, “‘and 
overburdened with work.”’ 

Tyrol, March 3, 1921. 
Dear Venerable Sisters, 

With a heart full of gratitude, | inform you that, through 
the Rev. Provincial, we received the generous gift of 20,000 crowns. Oh, how 
very welcome this is, now that everything is so enormously dear! Alas! I cannot 
express the grateful feeling of my heart. In the name of the 130-140 orphans, 
of whom we have charge, I send up to God a most fervent, and from the depths of my 
heart, a thousandfold ‘“‘God reward you”?! Among these children we have about 
forty little boys from the ages of one to six years; the rest are girls. These poor 
children are orphans, or the children’ of very poor parents who have no homes. 
Our orphanage is a private charity inStitution. We have taxes to pay, besides 
paying for wood, coal, light, provisions, linens and clothing; yes, we ourselves muSt 
meet all these expenses — and oh, everything is so high! 

We are, as the saying is, totally ‘down and out’’; our means are completely 
exhausted. What a great thing is this American aid! We can never be sufficient- 
ly thankful for it. God bless your country which is so kindly disposed and so 
generous towards us! Alas! our poor Tyrol, formerly and now.— Formerly so 
beautiful, so peaceful, so happy! — And now crushed, and enslaved through and 
through, yea, threatened to be engulfed in the depth of misery. But all as God wills. 
Yet in these trying times, Christian charity celebrates its greate&t triumphs, and one 
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breathes more freely and courageously and goes on, truSting in God. Daily we 
pray for our dear benefaétors, and every week we offer up a Holy Communion for 
them. 
With ever-repeated and mo&t fervent ‘‘God reward,” I sign myself in love 
and respeét, 
Your grateful servant, 
Sister M. Euphrasia. 


Thyrnau, March 8, 1921. 
Dear Rev. P. Lukas, 
Today the postman brought us the check of 5,000 mark. What 
a joyful, consoling surprise! How often had my thoughts turned to the far West, 
to Clyde, wondering if, perhaps, another gift might come to relieve for a time our 
burden of care and anxiety. We stormed St. Joseph with petitions, and now the 
loving Providence of God has made use of you to help us in our greatest need. 

Accept, Rev. Father, a most hearty, “God reward you” from our whole com- 
munity, numbering sixty-four sisters. All offer for our dear American friends 
three Holy Masses, three Holy Communions, the stations and the rosary. May 
the good God repay with His Divine grace and blessing, all that these generous 
benefactors have done for us. ; 

That you may form a little idea of our present distress, I take the liberty to 
tell you, that for years we have not been able to buy any clothing. The sisters 
do their work in colored, cotton habits or aprons, barefoot, that is, without stock- 
ings and wooden sandals. Happily, the enclosure protects us from the gaze of 
the world, at least in part, so that they do not see the many different colors of 
clothing — but that is only one side of the general want. The alms we received 
today we will share with others still poorer, for numerous applications come to 
us from Austria, from convents, poor students and individuals. May the generous 
friends in America remember us also in the future, until the greatest distress is over. 

Again assuring all our dear benefactors of our most sincere gratitude and 
fervent prayers, I remain with deep respect 

Your humble servant in Christ, 
Sister M. Juliana Meier, Abbess. 


Carint., March 30, 1921. 
Dear Venerable Mother, 

With great joy and sincere gratitude we acknowledge the 
the receipt of your generous alms. Odur principal duty, in future, shall be to pray 
daily for the intentions of our noble benefaétors in America. May the dear Lord 
graciously repay you, here and hereafter. From March 30th to April 7, 1921, 
the siSters of the ‘“‘Marianum,”’ will, in a body, make a novena of thanks for our 
dear benefa@tors in America. During these nine days we will offer all our religious 
prayers, Holy Masses and Holy Communions for the intentions of our generous 
friends. With renewed zeal and great confidence in Divine Providence, who sent 
us aid in our greate&t need, we will continue to work and labor for the honor of 
God, in the service of the poor Students who are preparing themselves for the 
priesthood. : 

Again thanking you moft sincerely in the name of all the sisters, I remain 
respectfully, 
Your ever obedient and grateful, 
Sister Methodia Kefler, Superioress. 

















Premiums for New Subscriptions to 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory” 
A Brochure, containing the doctrine of BI. de Montfort on 
One New “True Devotion to Mary,” a most welcome premium; or, 
Subscription A Gilt Jubilee Medal of St. Benedict; or, 
A Genuine Cocoa Rosary. 
A Beautiful Picture, “Death of St. Joseph.” 15x22 in.; 
Two New or, A Lovely Picture of the Mother of God with the 
Subscriptions Divine Child, 16 x 26 in.; or 
“The Holy Face,” 16 x 21 in. 
“The Golden Book,” A complete Blessed Virgin Prayer- 
book, containing the treatise of Bl. de Montfort on “True 
Three New Devotion to Mary,” cloth binding, red edges; or, 
Subscriptions “The Last Supper,” 20x 32 in. The original is the greatest 
masterpiece of Christian art. 
Four New A Heavily Gold-plated Jubilee Medal of St. Benedict; 
Subscriptions or, A Genuine, fine Cocoa Rosary on Gold-filled chain. 
ice Stew A Rolled-gold Scapular Locket, with Gold-filled chain; 
; or, A Heavily Gold-plated Jubilee Medal of St. Bene- 
Subscriptions = dict, with chain. 
“The Golden Book,” A complete Blessed Virgin prayer- 
book, containing the treatise of BI. de Montfort on “True 
Six New Devotion to Mary,” gold edges, leather binding, 448 pp.; 
Subscriptions or, “The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ,” according to 
the Revelations of Anna Catherine Emmerich, in German 
or in English. 
The Book ‘‘Father Paul of Moll’’ in English only; or 
F ‘‘Adoration Book of the Blessed Sacrament,’’ in Eng- 
Eight New lish or in German, gold edges, ieather binding; or, 
Subscriptions == 4 handsome Rosary, Gold-filled chain, guaranteed 
from 10 to 20 years. 
Many have asked for back numbers of ““Tabernacle and Purga- 
tory.” We have a quantity of odd numbers on hand, each containing 
instructive and valuable reading matter. Mailed on request at 6 cts. 
each or five different copies for 25 cts. Just think what a bargain! 
You will obtain 150 pages of wholesome and entertaining reading 
matter, interspersed with beautiful pictures. 











Adoration Book of the Bl. Sacrament 


A Franciscan Father: “‘I used the “Adoration Book’ last night 
in our Holy Hour and with great satisfaction. I am prefect of the 
theological seminary here and have to conduct the Holy Hour week- 
ly; at times it becomes difficult to arrange an hour that will not be- 
come monotonous, and your book filled a long-felt need.” 


From a man in Nebraska: ““The ‘Adoration Book’ which you 
sent me over a year ago is the greatest helper | have. Every morning 
during Lent I said the fifth hour, that is, the Mass Devotion, and 
surely, Sisters, I felt as if I really was attending Mass. With the 
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Notice our Savior’s averted hand toward 
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Leonardo da Vinci 
ctual expression of this aversion 
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